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Dec 23 - Jan 24 Newsletter

Dear Colorado School Nutrition As-
sociation Membership,

Happy New Year! As we embark on

a fresh year, | am excited to share

some significant developments with-

in our association and schools that

highlight our ongoing commitment to

student well-being. Despite the chal-

lenges posed by supply chain and

labor issues, the passing of "Healthy

School Meals for All" has brought

about positive transformations in student meal participation.

While celebrating our successes, it's important to acknowledge the
hurdles we face. The ongoing supply chain and labor issues have
presented challenges in ensuring a seamless flow of resources for
our school nutrition programs. It is truly remarkable to see the
strength of our partnerships within our members to work together,
overcome the challenges, and allow us to do what we do best.

As we navigate the complexities of the current landscape, let us
remain united in our dedication to providing quality nutrition to the
students of Colorado. The Colorado School Nutrition Association
will continue working to provide resources that support all our
members, celebrate successes, and advocate for the well-being of
every student.

Thank you for your unwavering support. Wishing you a year filled
with resilience, innovation, and positive impact.

Warm regards,

éﬁm&ﬂ/ﬁ  CFC

Brandon Durio, CEC
2023-24 CSNA President




CSNA Summer Conference
2024 Save the Date
June 11-13, 2024

This year’s theme Diverse Plates Diverse Minds will focus on be-
longing, finding your place within our cafeterias, and expanding
our mindsets. We will also take time to dig into HSMA, local pro-
curement best practices and all that is to come in the 24-25
school year.

We are excited to bring you an agenda with engaging and in-

formative breakout sessions, a food and equipment show with

the latest products to help us reach for what is possible, and ex-

citing networking events including our annual viewing of this year’s One Plate Chef’s Chal-
lenge.

Denise Soler Cox, will join us to present our Keynote Session.
For Denise, co-producing and co-directing the award-winning
film, “Being Efiye” revealed a foundational truth: Belonging is
a universal human need. It is a desire in the hearts of every-
one. What began as her personal project, became a crusade
to positively impact individuals, companies, and communi-
ties.

Tuesday, June 11th: Precons, SNS Exam, Servsafe
(Pre-Con space is limited and extra cost might apply: pre-registration required for all pre-cons)

Wednesday, June 12th: Education Sessions (New for 2024, a dedicated education track
conducted entirely in Spanish!), Dinner/One Plate Premier, After Party at the Main Event

Thursday, June 13th: Education Sessions, Exhibit Hall, Raffle Drawing

We can't wait to see you all in June! Conference details and information can be found on
our conference website page.



https://www.colosna.com/SummerConferenceSAVEtheDATE2024.aspx

Professional Development
SURVEY

CSNA is interested in your opinion regarding your school district's typical profes-
sional development methods.

What resources do you use to train your nutrition services staff members, and
what would you like to see available?

We are interested in as much information as you are willing to provide within this
survey. It will take approximately 10 minutes to complete.

With this information, CSNA plans to target the professional development opportu-
nities it creates to better meet the needs of members and provide additional value
to members.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE SURVEY



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFZ-Wkl2BOGyCzu8oii2VX8miqhBvim-tA8p0IgSmzrZmKVw/viewform
https://www.dairymax.org/recipes/lunch/spicy-smashed-chickpea-salad?utm_source=coloradosna&utm_campaign=nutritionnow&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=increaseadp
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFZ-Wkl2BOGyCzu8oii2VX8miqhBvim-tA8p0IgSmzrZmKVw/viewform

CSNA Election 2024

Voting will be open Mar 1-22 via
CSNA website

CSNA 2024 Election of Officers
Meet the Candidates!

Director Food & Nutrition Services, Cherry Creek Schools
Meet The

C an d i d ate & Goals as Vice President:

Elevate the importance of child nutrition programs with all
stakeholders.
Empower kitchen staff to take opportunities to grow professionally

Vice President in our programs. o
Enrich and encourage all districts to

Kim K'lgore1 RD’ SNS . collaborate and share resources to
improve programs statewide.

Positions held in CSNA:

-> Committee Member
- Committee Chair “Through my leadership, | hope to encourage

- Regional Training Committee all staff to meet and exceed their potential
- SNA SNS Exam Committee for the benefit of students across Colorado.”
- Kim Kilgore, VP Candidate

M eet Th e Inventory & Supply Manager, Jeffco Public Schools
C an d l d ate Goals as Vice President:

\ J . Increase SNA's voice in policies regarding school nutrition.
2. Increase Colorado SNA membership.
Vice President 3. Provide needed support for smaller school districts in Colorado.
Dave Kroeger, MPH, SNS

Positions held in CSNA: ‘I have been in leadership roles for most of
my career and worked closely with many
past CSNA State Presidents and gained
knowledge from them.”

- Dave Kroeger, VP Candidate

- Committee Member

- Jeffco Chapter President

= Director/Supervisor
Representative




NOMINATIONS DUE MARCH 1, 2024

onor a colleague by nominating them for an
SNA award! There are SNA awards to
recognize every member type:

e Employee of the Year Award SNA Awards
DIRECTOR

e Manager of the Year Award OF THE YEAR
(In honor of Louise Sublette)

e Director of the Year Award

It's now easier than ever to recognize a school
nutrition colleague (or yourself!) by nominating

them for an SNA Award! SNA Awards
MANAGER

» No certificate requirement for Employee and Manager of the Year OF THE YEAR
* No requirements for a certificate, SNS credential or service on a
committee or board for Director of the Year
* Membership requirement for Director of the Year is now 3 years
* Applications have been streamlined and are now all digital

* Regional judging will be done by an ad-hoc committee of volunteers

* You can now team up to collaborate on applications or even self- SNA Awards

nominate! EMPLOYEE

Get started today at schoolnutrition.org/awards OF THE YEAR

CLICKHERE TO SUBMIT A NOMINATION



http://schoolnutrition.org/awards
https://schoolnutrition.org/resources/awards-scholarships/







MEDIA CONTACTS:
Sara Awaleh: Sawaleh@cs-effect.com | 309.307.9532
Lynda Carlisle: Lcarlisle@cs-effect.com | 708.703.8804

School districts can earn trip to Las Vegas by improving school meals, sharing best practices
Action for Healthy Kids Announces Awards Program to Improve School Meals

CHICAGO, IL [Dec. 14, 2023] — Action for Healthy Kids (AFHK) encourages school districts nationwide who have made significant nutrition-
al improvements to the quality of their school meals to apply to the Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Awards, sponsored by the
USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). The Recognition Awards application can be found at: www.healthymealsincentives.org.

Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Award winners — which will include all school districts who meet award criteria — will receive a trav-
el stipend to attend an exclusive national Healthy Meals Summit in the heart of Las Vegas, NV. Winners will also receive national and lo-
cal recognition through traditional and social media and have access to an awardee toolkit with promotional resources that help them
publicize their success to local media and the school community. FNS and AFHK will share best practices from Recognition Award-
ees nationwide through traditional and social media, stakeholder engagement, training and technical assistance activities, and Healthy
Meals Summits.

The Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Awards will spotlight innovative strategies that school districts have used to serve meals that
meet the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. School districts can apply for one or more of the following Recognition Awards

categories:

e Breakfast Trailblazer

e Small and/or Rural School Food Authority Breakfast Trailblazer
® Lunch Trailblazer

e Small and/or Rural School Food Authority Lunch Trailblazer

® Innovative School Lunch Makeover

® Innovation in the Cultural Diversity of School Meals

® Innovation in the Preparation of School Meals
Innovation in Nutrition Education

School districts in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands are eligible to apply for the Recog-
nition Awards if they participate in the National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program. Applications will be reviewed
on a rolling basis over a two-year application period ending June 30, 2025.

“Action for Healthy Kids is excited to partner with USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service to showcase innovative school nutrition practices
that provide children with access to nutritious school meals,” said Rob Bisceglie, CEO of AFHK. “School meals are a powerful tool to help
kids get the nutrition they need. We are committed to working with the USDA and school nutrition professionals to ensure that school
meals continue to provide the very best for our nation’s children.”

USDA’s Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health

and provides a roadmap of federal government actions to end hunger and reduce diet-related diseases by 2030 — all while reducing dis-
parities.

ABOUT ACTION FOR HEALTHY KIDS

Action for Healthy Kids is dedicated to improving children’s health and well-being by bringing together and mobilizing educators, families, and

other key stakeholders to help children lead healthy lives. Through its core programming and family-school partnerships, Action for Healthy Kids
has impacted more than 20 million children in 55,000 schools nationwide to address systemic challenges in underserved communities. To learn
more about its growing network of volunteers and champions, visit: actionforhealthykids.org


http://www.healthymealsincentives.org
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/White-House-National-Strategy-on-Hunger-Nutrition-and-Health-FINAL.pdf
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/
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